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REPORT TO LAMBETH ON THE CONGO: 

General 

The Democratic Republic of Congo is a vast country of 60 million people, divided into 11 

provinces: Bandunu, Bas Congo, Equateur, Kasai Occidental, Kasai Oriental, Katanga, Kinshasa, 

Kisangani, Nord Kivu, Sud Kivu, and Orientale. There is a parliament, with a National Assembly 

and Senate, for the voice of the people to be heard, but there are few women. 

The Anglican Province of Congo has eight dioceses, spread across the middle of the African 

continent with eight bishops and one suffragan bishop. The Province has 500,000 Christians 

according to the statistics from the Provincial Secretary. The Province includes some parishes in 

the Republic of Congo (Brazzaville). 

Ordination of women 

After one hundred years, we have five ordained women and 11 women evangelists. 

Womenôs issues and concerns 

The issues and concerns of church women in the war-torn society of Congo are many. Women 

work for peace and reconciliation, and provide programmes to help women in the face of many 

hardships. Some of their specific concerns include the need to: 

Ê Shift the perception of women as passive tools for development, especially for the recognition of 

illiterate girls and women as promoters of change, and to reduce domestic violence against women. 

Ê Provide leadership training for bishopsô wives. 

Ê Support communication within the dioceses. As the country is very vast, it is difficult to spread and 

receive womenôs information 

Ê Have peace building for women in Ituri. 



What weôre doing ï programmes, events and reports 

Following the 52nd UN Commission on the Status of Women, which Mugisa Isingoma (Provincial 

Link) attended, the women of the Diocese of Boga have organized a number of activities with 

women: 

Ê HIV/AIDS seminar and campaign to provide free testing in Komanda and Kyabaganzi with women 

who have been raped 

Ê Visit with women pygmies in Mambasa 

Ê Seminar with unmarried girls in Makiki 

Ê Training in domestic violence with women in Bunia 

Ê Follow up of the banana plantation project, sewing and knitting in Bunia and Kyabaganzi 

Ê Training in micro-financing in Bunia and Kasenzi. 

All these activities were done with the help of transportation with the diocesan vehicle of 

Bishop Isingoma Henri when he went for confirmation in those Archdeaconries. 
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